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PART 2
Read the article about a test for couples. Decide if statements 1–10 are true (T) or false (F). Sentence 0 is the example.
	QUESTION
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	ANSWER
	T
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	


	0 There is evidence that the love test developed in the US works. 
        T     
1 People taking a love test cannot be expected to be honest.            
2 Responses in a love test depend on the participants’ attitudes towards their relationships.           
3 There are occasions when being honest is a bad idea.           
4 People often don’t realize they are being dishonest when they answer survey questions.           
5 Multiple choice questions are answered more honestly than direct questions.           
6 People were asked to give honest opinions during the test.           
7 People taking this test were asked to predict the future of their relationships.           
8 More people taking the test chose positive words than negative words.           
9 The test was even more reliable than the researchers had hoped.
           
10 People’s true feelings came out in the test.           
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PART 2

	The Love Test
Would you want to take a love test that could predict for you what the chances are of you staying together with your partner? You might wonder whether such a thing exists and if so how it works. Well, researchers in the US have developed one and tried out it, and they claim that it is a reliable predictor of the future of relationships.

The problem with any test of this nature is of course the extent to which participants will tell the truth. If asked about their relationship in a test situation, people are likely to hide their true feelings, and say what they think they should say. This will be at least partly motivated by whether or not they want the relationship to succeed and continue. Assuming that they do, they are unlikely to express reservations about the other person, or present the relationship in a negative light, even if there are factors that would make it possible to predict that the relationship will fail.

There are various feelings that many people are reluctant to admit even to themselves, let alone to a researcher. These include such things as racism, and bias towards or against people of a certain kind. Feelings at work, too, come under this category, as telling the truth about people you work with could be career-threatening. Reluctance to declare real feelings and attitudes is one of the main reasons why a great deal of research that involves asking people what they think is flawed. The results aren’t reliable because people give the answers they think they should give, for whatever reason – often fear of admitting the truth.

This test, however, tries to avoid this problem by centring on word association tests, rather than direct questions or box-ticking multiple-choice questions. When the researchers tried it out, they got volunteers to fill in a questionnaire giving objective facts about the relationship and then gave them word association tests. This involved finding out how easy people found it to associate their partner with positive or negative words.

The researchers analysed the results and predicted which people were most likely to stay together. They found that the people who had chosen positive words to associate with their partners were more likely to stay together. They did the test with 116 people and 19 of them (16 per cent) split up with their partners after taking the test. This was exactly the figure that the researchers had predicted from their analysis of the test results.

Their conclusion was that the test was a much more reliable predictor than interviews in which people told researchers about their relationships. The word association tests highlighted reservations and negative feelings people were having about their partners that conventional tests would not have revealed, as the participants would almost certainly have kept those feelings to themselves. Instead, the fact that people were starting to feel less happy with the relationship they were in came out indirectly, with no need for people to express their doubts and criticisms openly.
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