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PART 1
Read the extracts about quiz programmes on British TV. Match paragraphs 1–6 with sentences A–J. There are three sentences you don’t need to use. Paragraph 0 is the example.
	QUESTION
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	ANSWER
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	A  One kind of quiz show appeals to some people more than others.
B  Part of a certain show involved something most people would find difficult.
C  Quiz shows continue to be among the most popular shows on British TV.
D  There are reasons why a certain show may have changed.
E  New quiz shows often reflect social changes in the country.
F  A certain show used to be the cause of much excited conversation.
G  A quiz show can take a long time to become popular.
H  There are reasons why a certain show fell out of favour.
I   Quiz shows weren’t necessarily as good as some people think they were.
J  The wide appeal of a certain show may be hard to explain.




	EOI Topic: Daily life
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PART 1

	Quiz shows on British TV
Paragraph 0
Mastermind is a long-standing quiz programme on British TV, which involves four contestants, each of whom has to answer questions on a ‘specialist subject’ of their own choosing, and then answer a series of ‘general knowledge’ questions. A point is awarded for each correct answer, and the winner is the contestant with the most points from the two rounds. The programme remains very popular, though some critics accuse it of ‘dumbing down’ in recent years with regard to the specialist subjects. In the past, these tended to be what many regarded as ‘serious’ and even ‘intellectual’ subjects, whereas now people are allowed to choose such subjects as pop singers or football clubs to answer questions on. Doubtless this has been done to attract a wider audience and to answer charges of ‘elitism’, but whatever the truth of the matter, the programme has always been very popular.
Paragraph 1
A real phenomenon of the quiz show genre on British TV has been the show Who Wants to be a Millionaire? When it first burst onto British screens it was an instant hit, and what people in the world of advertising and marketing call a ‘water cooler sensation’ (referring to something that people discuss the next day at work, as they gather round the water cooler for a drink).The format involves people answering general knowledge questions of increasing difficulty, for increasing amounts of money. For some questions, if they don’t know the answer, they can ask the studio audience, phone a friend, or have the answer options reduced from four to two. When the show first began, people throughout the country were on tenterhooks each episode to see if someone would get all the way to winning £1 million, a prize well beyond anything ever offered on British TV before. When it first happened, it was a national event and the winner became a celebrity.
Paragraph 2
One relatively new sub-genre of the quiz show on British TV is what could be called the ‘celebrity quiz show’. On such a programme, celebrities answer general knowledge or topical questions in teams, with another celebrity, usually a comedian, asking the questions. Such programmes are sometimes accused of being ‘lowbrow’ as they feature ‘celebrities’ many people won’t have heard of answering questions with silly answers, or demonstrating how little they know about life outside their own narrow world. But in fairness, these programmes are not setting out to be serious quiz shows, they are meant to be purely for light-hearted entertainment. If you want to watch a ‘serious’ quiz programme, you should steer clear of these – and there are plenty of alternatives.
Paragraph 3
University Challenge is another quiz programme that has been on British television for decades, albeit with one lengthy break when it was (temporarily) dropped. As the name suggests, it features two teams of students representing their universities, and answering questions that range from the highly academic, to aspects of popular culture. Its popularity is perhaps surprising, given that most of the population probably can’t answer any, or at least many, of the questions. For many viewers, the fact that they know an answer is a source of celebration; for the rest of the programme they are watching people attempt to answer questions on subjects they know nothing about. Sometimes it’s difficult to even understand the question, let alone answer it. Yet the programme is very successful, and the inescapable conclusion must be that watching ‘clever’ people exerts a fascination over many people.


	Paragraph 4
People of a certain age sometimes get nostalgic about what they see as the ‘golden age’ of British television, and when they do that, they sometimes mention certain quiz shows of the time that have good memories for them. The catchphrases come back to them and often these bring back happy memories from their youth. But, as with all nostalgia, this is a somewhat rose-tinted view. They would probably regard many of these programmes as rubbish if they were on now. For example, for many years there was a quiz show called Bullseye. Ordinary members of the public played darts and answered general knowledge questions in order to win prizes such as holidays, televisions, and cars. But nobody ever seemed to win the main prizes and the programme usually ended with them being shown ‘the prize you would have won’.
Paragraph 5
There was a very popular general knowledge quiz show some years ago called Ask The Family. As its name suggests, it involved teams of family members playing against each other. The teams each had two parents and two children. Despite its popularity, it disappeared from screens many years ago, and it’s hard to imagine it being brought back now. In the first place, it was considered to feature exclusively ‘middle class’ families rather than a broad spectrum of the population, something which would probably rule it out in this day and age. But perhaps more importantly, with all of the changes to the family in the last couple of decades in Britain, it would now seem inappropriate to suggest that ‘normal’ families automatically consist of two parents with the children. With so many single-parent families, this would be seen as unrepresentative of the real life.
Paragraph 6
Back in the 1950s and early 1960s, when British television was in its infancy, one of the first popular general knowledge quiz shows was called Take Your Pick. In the first round, contestants had to answer questions without saying ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; if they said either of those words, they were out. When, for example, they were asked to confirm what their name was, they would answer ‘It is’ to avoid saying ‘Yes’, which of course comes naturally. The successful contestants went on to answer more questions, and if they got them right, they were invited to ‘take the money’ or ‘open the box’ – they could take the money they had won or they could open a box containing an unknown prize. Audience members would yell out advice to do one or the other while the contestant decided which option to take.
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