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READING — “Student life & technology”

(o) Exam task

=

You are going to read an article about new technology and students. For questions 1-6,
choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.

Student life and technology

By Debra Mallin, a business student at Greyfort
University

Last Saturday, as my grandfather drove me and my
sister home from a dinner to celebrate his birthday, he
got frustrated at not being able to remember the name
of the singer of a song he'd just heard on the radio.
Without a second thought, | grabbed my smartphone,
searched for the song and found the name, Bob
[hylan. For me and my friends, this 1s a completely
natural course of action, but it totally astonished my
grandfather, who didn’t understand how | had checked
the information so quickly. My sister and | laughed and
explained, but afterwards, it made me think about how
much | depend on technology.

The st of the ways | use technology 1= endless: wniing,
planning, socialising, communicating and shopping,

to name a few. When | reflected on its impact on my
education, | saw that, for my fellow students and |,
technology has been significant in many ways. Returning
to the story of my grandfather and the smartphone,

he had asked me more about how | used it and about
university life. He said he thought we had an easy Iife
compared to previous generations. My sister caught my
eye and we exchanged a smile. But whereas she was
thinking our grandfather was just being a typical 65-year-
old, | could see his point.

Mot only are we lucky enough to have the same
educational benefits as those of previous generations,
we have so many more as wel. We still have walkin
lbranes available to us, and | can see why some students
choose to find and use resources in these distractiondree
lozations. However, the only option for studying used to
be sitting in these libraries with as many books. from your
reading st az you could find, vet now a single search for
your chosen study topic online can immediately prowide
access to a huge range of resources. At universities,
interaction between students and university staff is another
area that has changed considerably with developments

in technology. We can have facetoface fime with our

tutors when we need it, and also communicate using

owr electronic gadgets from the comfort of our homes,

or on the bus. The most popular means of doing this is
wia instant messaging or social media — email is often
considered too slow, and it has become unacceptable

for meszages to be unanswered for any length of time.
While this puts an exira stram on the university's academic

support team, who usually have to answer the quenies as
they come in, we students are greatly benefitted.

It's important that we remember to appreciate how
much the advances in technology have given us.
Electronic devices such as tablets, smartphones,

and laptops are now standard equipment in most
classrmoms and lecture halls, and why shouldn't they
be? The replacement of textbooks with tablets allows
students the houry of having up-to-date, interactve and
even personalized learming matenials, with the added
benefit of them not costing the earth.

When we compare the student ife of the past and that
of the present day, it is tempting to focus on the obvious
differences when it comes to technology. In actual

fact, students are doing what they've always done:
embracing the resources available and adapting them in
ways which allow them to work more efficiently and to
Inee mare enjoyably. The pace of change in technology
continuously gathers speed, so we have to value each
nnovation as it happens.


SANDRA
Sticky Note
In case you don't have a printer at home, you can just write in the PDF. If you prefer to print it and write on it, it is also possible but remember to scan the paper. In any case, send it to me at sandra@idiomasoneway.com. The deadline for this is the 19th of April. The speaking part will be the 21st of April. Enjoy the holidays!
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1. What does the writer illustrate by describing the
incident in the car?

the older generation's frustration at people’s
dependence on technology

how unaware young people are of some effects
of technology

the difference in attitudes to technology between
two generations

how technology helps different generations
communicate

2. What did the writer think of her grandfather's
comment, mentioned in the second paragraph?

It showed how out-ofdate he was.
It had an element of truth in it.

It was an annoying thing to say.

It made her feel sorry for him.

3. What does the writer say about getting study
resources from libraries?

She considers libraries more preferable places
for study than home.

She cannot understand why anyone chooses to
go to a library now.

She appreciates the fact that people can still
study in libraries if they want to.

She thinks libraries are limited by the quantity of
resources they can store.

What disadvantage of new technology does the writer
mention in the third paragraph?

A Those who can afford the best gadgets gain an
unfair advantage.

B Sometimes slow internet connections make
communication difficult.

C A heavier workload is created for teaching staff
at the university.

D  Students cannot escape from dealing with
university issues.

What is the purpose of the question ‘Why shouldn’t

they be? in the fourth paragraph?

A to express an opinion

B tointroduce some problems

C tomake a criticism

D toindicate uncertainty

What is the writer's conclusion about students today in

the final paragraph?

A They have such different lives to previous
generations that it's unwise to compare them.

B  They deal better with change than previous
generations did.

C  They take advantage of new resources more
quickly than previous generations did.

D They are behaving in a similar way to previous
generations of students.

LISTENING — about 8 different situations

(&) Exam tash

» @ Track 1 You will hear people talking in eight different situations. For questions 1-8, choose
the best answer (A, B or C).

1.

You hear a woman telling her son about her
favourite schoolteacher.

What did the woman like about her history teacher?
A his acting skills

B his sense of humour

C his passion for the subject

. You hear a girl talking about maths.

What does the girl enjoy most about maths?
A getting clear answers

B applying it to everyday life

C solving difficult questions

. You hear a man telling a friend about being

unable to study art at school.

He says that he would have liked to study art in
order to

A know more about art history.
B learn some technigues.
C follow a career in art.

. You hear two students discussing a sports

class they have just attended.

What do they agree on about the class?

A how relevant the information was for them
B how knowledgeable the teacher was

C how inspiring the new ideas were

. You hear a girl telling a friend about her brother.

How does the girl's brother feel about starting
university?

A anxious about meeting new people
B worried about managing the workload
C concerned about his abilities in his subject

. You hear a student talking to his teacher about

an assignment.
The boy says that he feels

A uneasy about having to write about an
unfamiliar topic.

B unsure about how to carry out some research.
C doubtful about which writing style to use.

. You hear a science teacher talking to her class.

What is she doing?

A cancelling an activity / a plan
B changing an arrangement

C correcting some information

. You hear two friends discussing learning foreign

languages.
They both hold the opinion that

A communication does not rely on speaking a
language.

B it's possible to learn about culture through
language.

C learning languages is essential for travel.
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Writing — Article about your best holiday

/) Exam task 4

You see this announcement on an English-language website. Write your answer in 140-190
words in an appropriate style.

Articles wanted
The best holiday | have ever had

Where was your best holiday, and who were you with?
What did you do, and why was it so good?

We will publish the best articles on our website.

Write your article.
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GRAMMAR — review of the course (prepositions & inf/gerund)

L,

a e wn=

Complete the sentences with the correct word from the box.

about at by in into on to with
1. I'm not very KEen science fiction films, but the rest of my family loves them.
2. I'minterested . taking up scuba diving, but it's an expensive hobby.
3. My father has always been fascinated ... architecture and loves visiting old castles.
4, | used to prefer rock and folk music, but I've really g0t icsicsiinnn. jazz recently.
5. John is very excited ... starting tennis lessons next week.
6. Maria is quite pleased ... her daughter's progress in her ballet class.
7. Some people can become addicted.......c.... playing computer games.
8. Antonia is brilliant ... cooking; | wish | could do it as well as her!

Complete the sentences with the correct preposition and your own ideas.

I'm very keen ...
My best friend is brilliant

I'm really excited

Many people are addicted

Lately, I've really got ......

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb in brackets, -ing or to + infinitive.

Complete the sentences with your own ideas.

1. Elenacan'tstand ... (play) football; she prefers athletics.

2. | regretted v e (do) the extra training session because | felt so tired afterwards.
3. Lucas is Planning w.....messse (take up) skiing next year.

4. Nicole really €nJOYS . (go) for long runs in the hills near her home.

5. The squash player managed ... (win) the final game despite being exhausted.

6. L0 refUSed ..mrmmsrmnnns (join) his local gym even though his friends were all members.

7. My mother IS CONSIErING s ccssssmssserees (enter) a golf tournament next month.

8. We knew we were unlikely (lose) against a very weak and inexperienced team.

| can't stand

I'm considering

My friends and | really enjoy .....
The weather is likely

mokw N

My family’s planning
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VOCABULARY — review of the course (phrasal verbs, suffixes & negative words)

p Complete the sentences with the correct form of the phrasal verbs in the box.

break up bring up count on fall out get on with
get together look up to take after

1. Mario... ... everyone in his family except his older brother.

2. Everyone decided 10 weeeseees to celebrate Katy's graduation, even her cousins who live in Canada.

3. My parents decided to move to London because they thought it would be easier t0 ... my
brothers and I in a big city.

4. Everyone Says | .. my father; people are always pointing out the similarities in the way we
look and behave.

In my last year at university I .. with my girlfriend and she got together with someone else.
I've known Tom for twenty years and he’s my best friend; | can always ... him.

LR LR R ) =] g — last year and haven't spoken to each other since!

| F—— my uncle because he's achieved so many amazing things in his life.

o N o>

Complete the sentences with a noun formed from a word in the first box and a suffix from
the second box.

feel govern know perform prefer react similar tired

-ance £nce ing -ion -ty Jedge ‘ment ness

1. People with nut allergies have to be very careful. Even if they only eat a small amount they can have
2 Very SErioUS AllErZIC . s cessesssssmss sees

- between the diet in Spam and Portugal is that people in both countries eat a
lot of fish and seafood.

B MY e e is that the microwave oven is the most useful invention of the twentieth
century. It has made preparing food so much more convenient.

4. My sister lived in Osaka for @ Year, SO NEF .. creeesssssss sevsssssens of Japanese food is really excellent.

5. |think the should do more to improve young people’s diets and encourage them
to do more exercise.

6. [ NAVE & SIIONG ceeerrereeere e ersenns e for sweet food over savoury.

7. After drinking a cup of COTER, MY ... s cossemmsssssssansnees almost completely disappeared.

8. Doctors say that a healthy diet Can iIMProve YOUr . eeeseeseeoreee in exams.

Complete the second sentence in each pair with a negative form of the word in bold in the
first sentence.

1. We don't have much accurate information about the habits of this rare animal.
Unfortunately, our information about this rare animal IS Probably e s -
2. Most local residents approve of the decision to open a new park.
Most I0Cal resSidents ... s OF 1he decision to close the local park.
3. The measures taken to protect the wildlife in the area are adequate.
The measures taken to protect the wildlife in the area are......ooe—srresemeee
4, Few areas of the country were affected by the floods.
Few areas of the country were ... ....—. Dy the floods.
5. The appearance of a very rare burd in the park caused greal excitemenl,
The ...
6. Your plans to ban cars from the national park aren't very practical.
Your plans to ban cars from the national Park are ... e «
7. The children behaved very well when they visited the aquarium.

tiemesennnnns OF the very rare bird from the region was very disappointing.

Unfortunately, the Children ... e——w—— When they visited the aquarium,
8. The results of the survey on butterfly numbers have encouraged conservationists,

The results of the survey on butterfly numbers have .. s ressmmnennnennnnes CONSEIVALIONISES,
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SPEAKING — Music

Country and

Modern po|
Western pPop

Which of these genres would
be best for the festival?

1 - Music

N

Reggaeton 80s pop
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